25 June 1838.— 2 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



A 

BILL 

To prevent improper Persons Irom hiivlng Arms in Ireland, 
and to regulate the Importation of Arms, Gunpowder and 
Ammunition into Ireland, and the making, removing, selling 
and keeping of Arms, Gunpowder and Ammunition there. 



Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to l>e in.scrted in 
the Corainittee.] 



m d; ^ it ha.s been found necessary to make provisions Prcombi*. 
for llic purposes mentioned in the title of this Act by clLlfereiit 
Acts of Parliament : And whereas tlie said provisions will shortly 
cease ami determine; but it is expedient that they .should be amended 
5 and embodied into one Act of Parliament ; BC !t thcvcfow Cnattdl, 
by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority , 
of the .same, THAT every person in Ireland, who hath or shall have I’crsonshav- 
10 Arms in his or her po.ssession at the time of the passing of this Act, shall deliver 
or at any lime before the sessions of the jioace for their respective 
counties which .shall be held next after i\\e passing of this Act, and rge^ai' 

who shall not have registered the same as now required by law, shall at c>“l«“aed by 
1 • . . f 1 , • 1 1 i> . 1 . , » an Affidavit, 

thesaju sessions oitlie peace which shall be held next after the passing 

15 of this Act, for the county, town or city wherein they shall reside, 
respectively deliver, or cause to be delivered, in open court, to the Jus- 
tices then present, a written notification, signed by him or her, specify- 
ing therein the place, parish, barony or townland in which he or she 
shall be then resident, or if in a county of a town or city, the parish, 

20 townland or street in which he or she keeps Arms, and the place or 
places where the same arc usually kept, and the number and descrip- 
tion of such Anns, accompanied by an affidavit, sworn before some • 

5;5fi. A Justice 
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Justice of tLe Peace lor such county, tovt ii or city, hy the person 
signing such notification, that such notification is true, and that he or 
she believes that he or she is by law entitled to keep Arms, which 
notification and affidavit shall be read aloud in open court ; and if the 
Justices then present, or the majority of them, shall consider the per- 5 
son delivering such notification to be by law entitled to keep Arms, 
and to be a fit and proper person to keep Arms, they shall tliereupon 
sign and deliver to such person a license, authorizing such person to 
keep Arms, and specifying therein tlie number and description of 
Arms which such license is to authorize him or her to keep j and shall 10 
deliver such notification, specifying at the foot or back thereof the 
number and description of Arms, to the acting Cleric of the Peace, 
who shall register the same in l)ooks (or in a book, if in a county of a 
town or city), one whereof to be kept for every barony or half 
barony in the. county, in alphabetical order, with the names and 
places of abode of every person making such notification, according 
to their respective baronies or half baronies, where the place of abode 
shall be specified to be in a barony, or half barony, for which no 
fee or reward whatever shall be received by such Clerk of the Peace j 
which book shall be kept by such Clerk of the Peace at his ofiice, 20 
in the county, town or city, and shall at all seasonable times be open 
to the inspection of any Justice of the Peace of such county, town or 
city, or any chief constable of the constabulary force for such 
county, town or city, and from which every such Justice and chief 
constable shall be at liberty from time to time to make such extracts 2‘i 
as he shall deem fit : Provided always, That if the majority of the 
Justices so assembled at the sessions of the peace shall refuse to grant 
such license to any person who is by law entitled to keep Arms, the 
person to whom such license is refused, may appeal from the decision 
of such Justices, if in the county of any city or town, to the next 30 
quarter sessions of any county at large adjoining to the county of 
such city or town, and if in a county at large, then to the following 
session of the same county. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices of the 
Peace, upon an application In writing signed by any person for a 35 
license to keep Arms, specifying in like manner his or her residence, 
accompanied by an affidavit, sworn by the person signing the appli- 
cation that he or she believes he or she by law is entitled to keep 
arms, to sign and deliver at any Sessions of the Peace to be held for 
the county, town or city in which such person reside.?, a license, 40 
authorizing such person to keep Arms, specifying therein the number 
and description of Arms which such license is to authorize him or lier 
to keep, which application, with the number and description of Arms 
endorsed thereon, shall be delivered by them to the acting Clerk 
of the Peace, who is required to register the same in like manner, 

for 
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for which no fee or reward vvhiUsoever shall he received by the Clerk 
of the Peace. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever any person who shall have Partiesli- 
obtained any license to keep Arms under this Act, shall, during the Certify 

K continuance of such license, change his or her place of abode, such CJeikofthe 
0 ^ ' o r i_ 1 Peace their 

person shall deliver a certificate of such change, specifying the house ^an|cof 

to which such person shall have removed, to the Clerk of the Peace for 
the county, town or city in which such person was resident at the 
time of granting such license ; and such certificate shall be registered 
lo in like manner as the notifications and applications required by 
this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That any person who shall, after the said penalty on 
Sessions of the Peace for the county, town or city where he or she 
shall reside, which shall be held next after the passing of this Act, have 
15 in his or her custody any Arms that shall not have been registered by time limited, 
him or her as aforesaid, shall, upon being convicted thereof on the 
testimony of one or more credible witnesses on oath before any ma- 
gistrate, for the first ofience forfeit the sum of 'I'en Pounds, to be levied 
by sale of the goods and chattels of such person by the warrant 
20 of such &Jagi.stratc, or, in default of payment, be imprisoned by such 
Magistrate for the space of Two Months j'and for the second and 
every other olTencc shall forfeit the sum of Twenty Pounds, to be 
levied in like manner, or, in default of payment, be imprisoned for the 
space of Four Months ; and all such Arms shall be forfeited to the use 
25 of Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors. 

' 5 - 

And be it Enacted, That any person who shall make such noti- 
fication as aforesaid, of his or her having Arms, and sliall obtain such Ik; delivered 

. , -11 T .• to Justice or 

license as aforesaid, shall, at any tune when required by any Justice chief Con- 
of the Peace within Ids jurisdiction, or any such chief constable as shall be 
30 as aforesaid, whicli rcriuisiliim shall be made in writing under the hand i-oqaireil- 
of such Justice or chief cimstiihle, deliver to such Justice or chief 
constable an exact list or inventory of all the Arms in his or her pos- 
session, verified by his or her affidavit, to be made before any Justice 
of the Peace, and so from time to lime as often as ho or she shall be so 
35 required, but not oftener than once in every Thm Months. 



o. 

And be it Enacted, That itshull and may be lawful for tlie Justices .jiisticesmay 
of the Peace at any sessions of the peace lo withdraw any license i^icenscs, aad 
theretofore given, and to cause the nurae of such person, as they in ^ erased, 
their discretion shall at such sessions deem an improper person to 
40 be intrusted with Arms, to be erased out of the registry of Arms, and F«»ona. 
cause a notice to bo served on such person, or to be posted on his 
dwelling-house specified in the said registry to be the residence of such 
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person, oi', in case of his or her having previously certified to the 
Clerk of tfie Peace of the county, that he or she liacl changed his or 
her divelliDg-house, then on the bouse to which he shall in such cer- 
tificate have stated that he or she had removed, signed by any one of 
the J ustices of such session, and by the Clerk of the Peace, under the 5 
authority of such Justices, or the majority of them, in such sessions 
assembled, that such license is withdrawn. 

And be it Enacted, Tliat if any person on whom such notice shall 
be served shall not within Forty-eight Hours after service of such 
notice upon him or her, or at his or her dwelling-house as aforesaid, jo 
deliver to the next resident Magistrate, or some neighbouring Magis- 
trate at his place of abode, all sucli Arms as were so regiatei cd, or 
account lor the same to the satisfaction of such Magistrate, such person 
shall be deemed to have in his or her custody Arms that have not been 
registered, and shall be subject and liable to the forfeiture and punish- j 
ment hereinbefore enacted against such offence; except where it shall ^ 
appear to the Magistrates before whom such offence is prosecuted, 
that the delay arose from accidental circumstances, and not from 
wilful neglect. 



Justices, &;c. 
may enter 
Houses on 
suspicion of 
having Arras 
unregistered, 
&c. 



9 - 
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And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any person 20 
duly authorized tliereto, by warrant under the hands anti seals of any 
Two Justices of the Peace, (which warrant shall not be granted except 
on the information given to such Justices on the oath of one or more 
crcdihle witness or witnesses, that to the best of his or their Itnowlcdge 
or belief such person is unlawfully in possession of Arms), to search oe 
for Arms m the house or houses or grounds of any person in Ireland 
not having made such notification, or obtained such license ns afore- 
said, and also m the house or houses or grounds of any person who 
having made such notification, or obtained such license, shall refuse 

:b?Th •“ '■*' - '-ento:; 

1 ho hall have delivered a false list or inventory, or whose license 

shaU have been withdrawn as aforesaid, or who shall be charged on 
such information with keeping any Arms not specified in such license • 
and in case admissmn shall be refused or not obtained within a reason- 
e time after it shall have been first demanded, to enter by force 
into evm-y such house, and every part thereof, and if any A, Js shall 
he found i„ the possession of any such person respeetivefo Tave in 
he house of a person giving such list or inventory. ‘and if mw Xms 

thesamefor.heuse'ofHert."str 40 

myoi this Act, any person or persons in whose house, or in any 

out-house 



30 



35 
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outfhouse or land attached thereto, such search may be made, or any 
inmate of such house above the age of Sixteen Years shall, on being 
interrogated by the person authorized by law to make such search, 
deny that any Arms, Weapons or Gunpowder are in such house or 
5 land, and any Arms, Weapons or Gunpowder for which search may be 
so made, and which may be seized under the provisions of this Act, 
shall afterwards upon said search be found in possession of any such 
person, or deposited in such house or lands, to his or her knowledge, 
every such person shall forfeit the sum of Twenty Pounds, or, in 
10 default of payment, be imprisoned for the space of T/u'ee calendar 
Months. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Arms, Weapons or Gunpowder, 
for which search may be made under the authority of this Act, shall be 
found secreted or concealed in any house, out-house or land, under 
15 circumstances which denote that the same were so secreted or concealed 
therein, in order to prevent the same from being discovered by any 
person authorized by law making search for the same, the occupier 
of every such house, out-house or land shall be deemed guilty of a 
Misdemeanor, and may be prosecuted and convicted accordingly, unless 
20 he shall prove that such Arms, Weapons or Gunpowder were so 
secreted or concealed without his knowledge or consent. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act con- 
tained shall affect any person serving in Her Majesty’s Regular or 
Militia Forces, or any Privy Councillor, or Member of Parliament 
25 or Peace Officer, in respect to any Arms that they may have in their 
custody. 

And be it Enacted, That every member of any Yeomanry Corps 
shall be deemed to be a person entitled to keep Arms within the 
meaning of this Act, but all Arms kept by him shall be registered, 
30 pursuant to the aforesaid provisions, and such registry and license 
shall specify and distinguish which of the Anns mentioned therein 
belong to Her Majesty, and are entrusted to such person as a member 
of said Corps, and he shall be liable to all tiie penalties and pro- 
visions of this Act in respect of any Arms found in his possession not 
35 mentioned in such license. 

AND whereas it is necessary to provide against the making of pikes 
and such like offensive weapons ; BE it therefore Enacted, by the 
authority aforesaid, That no person or persons whatsoever, after the 
passing of this Act, shall exercise the trade of a blacksmith, who shall 
40 not have previously registered his name, and the place where his forge 
is situated, at some sessions of the peace for the district in which such 
forge is used, and shall also have obtained a license from the Justices 
536 - A3 at 
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at such sessions, authorizing him to use and follow the trade of a 
blacksmith ; which said registry and license is to be made, kept, and 
granted, in manner and form as the registry of Arms and license 
for using Arms hereinbefore mentioned. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Justices 5 
of the Peace, or the majority of them, at any sessions of the peace, 
to withdraw such license from any blacksmith, if it shall be satis- 
factorily proved on oath to them that such blacksmith hath made, or 
knowingly suffered to be made in his forge any pike or pike head 
after he shall have so obtained a license, and registered his forge as lo 
aforesaid ; and if any blacksmith shall use any forge without such 
registry thereof and license as aforesaid, he shall for such offence and 
offences incur and be liable to the penalties hereinbefore mentioned, 
that persons having in their custody unregistered Arms are by this 
Act subject to. 15 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any person 
duly authorized by warrant under the hands and seals of Two 
Justices, which warrant shall not be granted except upon the informa- 
tion upon oath of gne or more credible witness or witnesses, that 
such weapons, to the best of his or their knowledge or belief, are 20 
in any house or place, to search for pikes, pike heads, daggers or 
dirks, in any such house or place; and if any such shall be found, it 
shall and may be lawful for the person so authorized to seize and carry 
away the same to the use of Her Majesty ; and the person or persons 
in whose pos.session, custody or keeping such weapons shall be found, 25 
upon any search authorized to be made by this Act, being thereof 
convicted by due course of law% shall for the first offence be deemed 
guilty of a Misdemeanor, and shall be imprisoned for anv time not 
exceeding Twelve calendar Months, and for the second and every ^ 
other offence shall be adjudged a Felon, and be transported for Seven 30 
Years, or imprisoned for any period not exceeding Two Years, unless 
such person or persons shall prove to the satisfaction of the Court 
before which he, she or they shall be tried for the said offence that 
such weapon as aforesaid was in his, her or their custody or keeping 
without his, her or their knowledge, pnvity or consent. 35 

And be it Enacted, That whenever any Two Justices of the Peace 
in any county, county of a city or town in Ireland shall have any 
reasonable grounds of suspicion lhat any person or persons within 
such county, or county of a city or town, is or are unlawfully in 
possession of Arms, or that any pikes, pike heads, daggers or dirks 40 
are in any house or place within such county, county of a city or 
town, such Justices of the Peace shall forthwith transmit to the Lord 

Lieutenant, 
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Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for ortl«r scareh 
the time being, or his or their Chief Secretary, a report signed by them, 
such Two Justices of such suspicion, with the grounds and reasons 
of such suspicion, and upon the receipt of such report of such Two 
g Justices, it shall and may be lawful for such Lord Lieutenant or other 
Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the lime being, or his or 
their Chief Secretary for tlie lime being, by warrant under his or 
their hand or hands, to authorize and require such Justices or any 
other Justice to search or cause search to be made in all houses and 
10 places within and throughout such county, county of a city or town, 
or within any parish, barony or half barony within such county, county 
of a city or town, or such part thereof respectively as shall be speci- 
fied ill such warrant, for any arms, pikes, pike lieads, daggers or dirks, 
ke[)t contrary to ttie provisions of this Act, and to seize and carry 
15 away the same. 



And be it Enacted, That from and after the commeiiccment of this NoOrdnance, 
Act it shall not be lawful for any person to import or bring into powder, &c. 
Ireland any cannon, mortar, ordnance, blunderbuss, gun, pistol or - 

other arms, or any lock, stock, barrel or other part of any gun, 

20 pistol or other arms, or any sw’ord, sword blade, bayonet, pike, pike from the Lord 
^ . c ^ Lieutenant, 

head, spear, spear head, weapon ol war, or any part ot any such 

weapon or any instrument serving the purposes of any such weapon, 
or anv cannon balls, musket balls or pistol balls, or any gunpowder, 
brimstone, saltpetre or other material or ingredient used in the making 
25 of gunpowder, without having first obtained a license for that pur- 
pose, pursuant to the directions of this Act, under the hand of the 
Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, 
or his or their Chief Secretary, or, in his absence, of his Under Secre- 
tary for the time being, wiiich license shall specify the number and 
30 particular kind of arms, ordnance, guns, pistols or otlier arms, or 
of locks, stocks, barrels or other parts thereof, or balls, swords, sword 
blades, bayonets, pikes, spears, spear heads, weapons of war, or parts 
of any such weapons or instruments serving the purposes of such 
weapons, and the quantity of gunpowder, brimstone, saltpetre, or 
35 other material for making gunpowder, thereby licensed to be imported 
or brought. 



40 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
subject of Her Majesty coming into Ireland to land such Arms as such 
subject shall have actually carried for personal .defence, and as aie 
usually carried for that purpose, and no other, upon registering such 
Arms, and the name and usual place of abode of such person, with 
the chief officer of the port where such person shall land, and obtain- 
ing from such officer a license for landing the same, which license 
sliall be granted without any fee or reward. 
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And be it Enacted, That it' any person shall, contrary to the pro- 
visions of this Act, import or bring any cannon, mortar, ordnance, 
gun, blunderbuss, pistol or other arms, or any stock, lock, barrel or 
other part of any gun, pistol, blunderbuss or other arms, or any balls, 
.sword, sword blade, bayonet, pike, pike head, spear, spear head, 5 
weapon of war, or instrument serving the purposes of any such 
weapon, or any accoutrements, gunpowder or ammunition, brimstone 
or saltpetre, or other material for making gunpowder, without such 
license for the importation thereof as aforesaid, or if any ship, vessel 
or boat shall be found in any port, harbour or creek in Ireland, havin<’ 
on board any such article, for the importation or bringing of which 
such license shall not have been obtained, all such articles, and also 
such ship, vessel or boat, with all her furniture and apparel, shall be 
forfeited to Her Majesty, and shall and may be seized by any Justice 
of the Peace or peace officer, or by any officer of Her Majesty’s Excise 15 
or Customs and all such articles not licensed to be imported as 
aforesaid shall, when so seized, be deposited in such place or places as 
shall be appointed for the purpose by the Lord Lieutenant or other 
Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland ; and every importer or 
bringer thereof, whether owner thereof or not, shall for every such 20 
importation or bringing forfeit the sum of Fi/ty Pounds, and the master 
or person commanding the ship or other vessel in which any such 
unlicensed article shall be imported or brought or shall be found shall 
forleit the sum of Fifty Founds ; and any person so offending may be 
arrested under the warrant of any Justice of the Peace, and convicted 25 
by such or any other Justice of the Peace of such offence; and in 
default of payment of'such penalty may be committed by such Justice 
to the common gaol of the county or place' in which such offence 
shall be committed, there to remain and be kept to hard labour for 
any time not exceeding Three calendar Months, or until such penalty 30 
shall be paid. 

And be it Enacted, 1 hat from and after the commencement of this 
Act no person shall make or manufacture any gunpowder in Ireland nor 
shall keep any gunpowder, or any cannon or other ordnance, unless 
such person shall obtain a license for such purposes respectively under 
the hand of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors ' 
of Ireland, or his or their Chief Secretary, or, in his absence, of the 
Under Secretary, for the lime being; and every such license shall be 
in force for One Year from the granting thereof, and no longer; and 
the place where such gunpowder is to be made or manufactured, and 
every store or place belonging to such manufacturer or other person in 
which any gunpowder, cannon or other ordnance is to be kept, shall 
be set forth and described in such license, together with the name of 
the person superintending the work at the mills of any such maker or 
manufacEurer of gunpowder ; and if sucli maker or nmnufacturer of 

gunpowder 
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gunpowder shall have any office or place of delivery, separate from 
such mills, the name of the person to whom the gunpowder shall be 
consigned at such office, and the place where such office is situated, 
shall also be set forth and described iu such license; and if any person 
5 shall, after the commencement of this Act, make or manufactm-c any 
gunpowder in Ireland, without having obtained such license, as is 
required by this Act for that purpose, or if any person not duly autho- 
rized to manufacture or to keep or to sell or deal in gunpowder Riiall 
keep in his or their custody any greater quantity of gunpowder than 
10 Two Pounds weight, or if any person not licensed to keep cannon or 
other ordnance slutll keep any such cannon or ordnance in his or ber 
custody, every such person shall for every such offence forfeit the sum 
of Fifty Pounds ; and all gunpowder, and all materials for making the 
same, and all cannon or other ordnance found in the possession of 
15 or in any house or other place belonging to such offender, shall be 
forfeited ; and it shall and may be lawful for any Justice of the Peace 
to seize, or by warrant to cause to be seized, any gunpowder 
(exceeding the quantity of Two Pounds weight), or any cannon or 
ordnance, in the custody or possession of any person iu Ireland, unless 
20 a license for manufacturing or keeping or dealing in or selling the same 
respectively, duly granted and in force, shall, upon demand, be pro- 
duced by the person in whose custody or possession such gunpowder, 
cannon or ordnance shall be and shall be so seized. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the commencement of 
25 this Act no person, not being duly licensed to manufacture gun- 
powder as aforesaid, shall deal in or sell gunpowder by retail or 
otherwise, in Ireland, unless he shall have obtained a license for that 
purpose, under the direction of this Act, from the Lord Lieutenant or 
other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, or his or their Chief 
30 Secretary, or, in his absence, the Under Secretary, for the time being; 
and such license shall be in force for One Year from the granting 
thereof, and no longer ; and any person who shall deal in or sell gun- 
powder. by retail or otherwise, without having obtained such license 
as is required by this Act, shall forfeit for every time such person shall 
35 sell any gunpowder the sum of Ffti; Pounds ; and all gunpowder, 
and every cask or vessel in which the same shall be contained, found 
in the possession of such person, shall be forfeited and seized by any 
Justice of the Peace, or any person authorized thereto by warrant from 
any such Justice. 

40 And be it Enacted, That whenever any maker of or dealer in 
gunpowder shall sell or dispose of any quantity of gunpowder to any 
person licensed to deal in or sell or to keep gunpowder, the person 
so selling or disposing of gunpowder, or his or her known clerk or 
manager, shall indorse on the license of the person to whom the 
. 53 ^' B same, 
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same shall be .sold nr disposed of the quantity sold or disposed of, and 
the time when,, and shall sign his name thereto, or shall for every neglect 
therein forfeit the sum of Twenty Pounds-, and if any person shall sell 
or deliver any greater quantity of gunpowder than Two Pounds weight 
to any person not producing a license duly granted for the dealing in ^ 
or selling gunpowder, or foi- the keeping of a greater quantity of gun- 
powder than Two Pounds weight, every person so offending shall for 
every such offence forfeit Txventij Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Chief Secretary of 
the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, 
or, in bis absence, for his Under Secretary, upon the production of ^ 
any license for dealing in and selling gunpowder so indorsed, to grant 
a license for removing and conveying the quantity of gunpowder 
mentioned in such indorsement from the person so selling the same to 
the person so licensed. 

15 

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall, within any period 
of Two calendar Months sell or deliver to any one and the same 
person not duly licensed to deal in or sell or to keep gunpowder, 
a greater quantity thereof than Two Pounds weight, every person 
so offending shall for each sucli offence forfeit the sum of Twenty 
Pounds. 20 

And be it Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any person to 
remove or cause to be removed from any part of Ireland, either by 
inland carriage or coastways, any cannon, mortar, ordnance, gun, 
pistol or other arms, or any lock, stock, barrel, or other part of any gun, 
pistol, or other arms, or any balls or bullets, or any gunpowder exceed- 25 
ing the weight of T wo Pounds, or any brimstone or saltpetre, without a 
license for removing and conveying the same, granted by the Chief 
Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Go- 
vernors of Ireland, or, in Ins absence, by his Under Secretary ; and it 
shall and may belawful for any Justice of the Peace, or peace officer 3 ® 
or any officer of tlie Revenue of Customs or Excise, upon information 
on oath to search for and seize all such cannon, mortar, ordnance, gun, 
pistol or other arms, locks, stocks, barrels or other parts of arms, balls’ 
bullets, gunpowder or other articles hereinbefore mentioned, ’which 
shall be in progress of removal or shall be removed without such 35 
license, or without producing such license on demand of any Justice 
of the Peace or of any officer of Excise or Customs, and the same 
shall be forfeited to Her Majesty, together with the cart, car or other 
vehicle on which the same shall be put for conveyance, and every horse 
or other beast employed for drawing or carrying the same, and the 40 
ship, boat or other vessel conveying the same ; and every person who 
caused the same to be removed shall forfeit the sum of One hundred 
Potimh. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any person, not 
by law authorized to keep and carry Arms, to keep any quantity of 
gunpowder whatever, except for the purpose of mining or blasting or 
for sale, whether such person shall or slmll not have any license relating 
5 to gunpowder ; and that any person herein offending shall be dealt 
with as if he had not any license. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for any maker of and dealer in Anns, being licensed as hereinafter 
mentioned, to send Arms, either uncovered or in packages conspicuously 
10 marked with the word “ Anns,” without obtaining a license for so 
removing the .same. 

And be it Enacted, Tiiat every person licensed to deal in or sell 
gunpowder shall, within Forty-eight hours after receiving any gun- 
powder by virtue of any license for the removal thereof, give notice of 
15 the arrival there of to the next .Justice of the Peace or other Magistrate ; 
and thereupon it shall be lawful for such Justice or Magistrate to enter 
into the house or store of such person, and to view and examine such 
gunjrowder, and the license for the removal of such gunpowder, and 
the license of such dealer, with the indorsement made thereon by the 
20 person wlio sold such g'un[)Owder ; and such person shall declare and 
show to such .lubticc or Magi.stratc, if required, all the stock of gun- 
powder in iiis or her possession ; and if any such person shall not give 
such notice, or shall not permit such Justice or Magistrate to view’ or 
examine such licenses vospeetivoly, or such gunpowder, or shall not 
25 declare and show' to sudt Justice or Magistrate all his or her stock of 
gunpowder, every such person for each such offence shall forfeit the 
sum of Twenty Pounds \ and if any gunpowder not so declared or shown 
shall be found in the possession of snch person, the same sliall he for- 
feited, and shall be seized to the use of Her IMajesty by or under the 
30 order of such Justice or Magistrate. 

And be it Enacted, TIuit if any license to deal in or sell or to keep 
gunpow'dcr shall be made use of for procuring gunpowder for the use 
of any other person limn the person named in such license, or if any 
gunpow'der bought in the name of any person so licensed shall, wiih 
35 the knowledge of such person, be carried, brought or delivered to any 
other than the person so licensed, the [jerson so licensed shall forfeit 
the sum of TtJ'Ly Founds, and the license before granted to such person 
shall be void. 

And be it Enacted, That every maker or manufacturer of gun- 
40 powder, and every person dealing as a factor or agent in selling the 
-same in Ireland, shall, within Thirty Days after the commencement 
of this Act, return an account to the Chief Secretary' of the Loi’d 
B 2 Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the 
time being, or, in his absence, to the Under Secretary, of all the 
stock of gunpowder in his or her possession, describing the place or 
places where the same sbiill be kept, and tke packages containing the 
same, and shall verify such return by affidavit at the foot of such 5 
return, to be sworn before any Magistrate, and shall provide a book in 
which such quantity shall be entered; and shall from time to time in 
the first week of every calendar month, and also upon the completing 
the manufacture of any quantity or quantities of gunpowder, or re- 
ceiving the same to be sold (as the case may be), make a like return, m 
verified as aforesaid, and like entry ; and every such maker or manu- 
facturer shall also enter separately in such book an account of every 
parcel of gunpowder sold or disposed of, with the lime when, and to 
whom ; and it shall be lawful for any person authorized by the Chief 
Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Go- j r 
vetnors of Ireland, or, in bis absence, by his Under Secretary, at all 
reasonable times to have access to such book, and to examine the 
Slock of such maker or seller of gunpowder, or such factor or agent, 
and compare and balance the same with the account kept in such 
book ; and if it shall appear that any fraud had been committed, or 20 
that any gunpowder had been sold, sent or disposed of contrary to 
the provisions of this Act, the person licensed shall forfeit Fifty 
Pounds, and the license to such person shall become void, and such 
person shall be disabled in future to make or manufacture or sell 
gunpowder. 

25 

And be it Enacted, That if any maker or manufacturer of gunpow- 
der, or factor or agent selling gunpowder, shall not make such returns 
as aforesaid, verified as aforesaid, or shall not keep sucli book, or 
shall omit to make therein any entry required by this Act, or shall 
refuse to permit any person thereto authorized to inspect the same, or 30 
to examine the stock of gunpowder of such maker,' manufacturer, 
factor or agent, every such offender shall for every such offence 
respectively forfeit the sum of Twe>2^J/ Pounds. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That every person duly licensed 
to manufacture gunpowder may send, at any time between sunrise 
and sunset, any quantity thereof to his office or place of delivery men- 
tioned in the license granted to him, or to Her Majesty’s stores and 
not elsewhere, without obtaining a license for tl.e carriage or removal 
of the same ; provided that, with every quantity of gunpowder so sent, 
the maker or his superiutendent shall send a manifest, expressing the 40 
quantity sent, and whether in barrels, half barrels or quarter barre's 
and the places from which and to which it is sent, which manifest shall 
be dated and signed by the maker of such gunpowder, or his super- 
intendent. ‘ 

And 
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And be it Enacted, Timt if any greater ciunntity of gunpowder thaii Penalty on 
what is expressed in such manifest slmll be so sent, or if the gun- Sia^fS, 
powder therein mentioned shall be sent to any other place than to 
such office or place of delivery, or to Her Majesty’s stores, tlie same 
5 shall be forfeited to Her Majesty, and the person sending the same 
shall forfeit Fifty Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That all gunpowder exceeding Five Pounds Gimpolticr 
weight, which shall be removed iVom any part of Ireland, to any FivrPoimas 
other part of the same, shall be made up in casks willi the word 
10 “ Gunpowder” marked thereon in large letters, upon pain of forfeiting. 
the same to Her Majesty ; and that it shall be lawful for any person to 
seize and carry to Her Majesty's stores any cpiantity of gunpowder 
exceeding Five Pounds weight, and not so made up and marked ; and 
the person who shall have caused such gunpowder to be carried wilh- 
15 out being so made up or marked, shall forfeit for each such offence the 
sum of Fifty Poimds. 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



And be it Enacted, That no person shall make, amend, repair or 
keep for or expose to sale in Ireland, by way of auction or otherwise, 
any cannon or other ordnance, or any gun, musket, pistol or other 
arms, or any lock, barrel, stock or other part of any gun, pistol or 
arms, or any bayonet, sword, S'vord blade, spear, spear head, pike, 
pike head, or instrument serving for a pike or pike head, or otlier 
military weapon, without a license from the Chief Secretary of the 
Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, 
or, in his absence, his Under Secretary, which license shall be granted 
to any person qualified to carry on such manufacture or trade, or to 
any licensed auctioneer, if it shall seem fit to such Secretary or Under 
Secretary; and if any person sliall make or construct, mend, alter or 
repair, or keep for or expose to sale any cannon or other ordnance, or 
any gun, musket, pistol or other arms, or any lock, barrel, slock or 
other part of any gun, pistol or other arms, or any bayonet, sword, 
sword blade or other military weapon, without having obtained such 
license, every such article found rviih such person shall be forfeited, 
and may be seized by any Justice of (he Peace or Magistrate, or officer 
of Customs or Excise, or by any person authorized thereto by the war- 
rant of any Justice of the Peace or Magistrate, and every such offender 
shall forfeit a sum of Fifty Poimds, or, in default of payment, be impri- 
soned for any period not exceeding calendar Months; and such 
license shall be of force for one year, and no longer, from the time of 
granting thereof. 

And be it Enacted, That any smith or other person who shall 
make or assist in making any pike, pike-head, dirk, dagger, spear or 
instrument serving for pikes or spears, without such license, shall, 
being thereof lawfully convicted, be adjudged a felon, and be trans- 
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povted for Seven Years: Provided aiways, lluit nothing herein con- 
tained shall extend or be construed to e.ttend to any persons liavitig 
or making such weapons as aforesaid, in the service or for the use of 
Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall make, repair or 5 
sell any cannon, ordnance, gun, pistol or other fire-arms, or any locks, 
barrel, stock or other part of any gun, pistol or other fire-arms, or any 
sword, bayonet, pike, pike-head, spear, spear-head or instrument 
serving for a pike or pike-head, or any other military weapon, shall 
kee[i a book, in which he or she shall enter or cau.se to be entered a 10 
monthly account of all such articles made, sold or repaired by such 
person, and to or for whom the same were sold or repaired, and the 
respective times when, and shall monthly return to the Chief Secretary 
of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of 
Ireland; or in his absence to liis under Secretary, a copy of such 15 
account, verified on oath before any Magi.strate ; and it shall be lawful 
for any person empowered for tlnit purpose by the Chief Secretary, or 
ill his absence by his Under Sccietary, at all reasonable times, on 
demand, to have access to such book to examine the same ; and if anv 
person making, repairing or selling any such article shall not kce(> 20 
such book, or shall not truly enter tbei-ein such account ns aforesaid, 
or shall omit to make any such rotarn as aforesaid, verified as afore- 
said, or shall not, after demand, produce .such book to such person as 
.shall be authorized as aforesaid, or .shall not permit such person to 
examine the same, every person offending shall for every such ofience 25 
forfeit Twenty Pounds. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may lie 
lawful for the Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland, or, in his absence, for his Under 
Secretary, for the time being, by an order in writing under his hand, 
from time to time, whenever and so often as shall seem expeilient, 
and for such period of time as shall be expressed in sueli order, to 
recall, annul, suspend or prohibit tlie acting under the authority of 
any license to deal in and sell gunpowder, or to make, repair, or sell 
arms, granted under this Act or under any Act heretolbre in force in 35 
that behalf; and the party to whom such order shall relate shall be 
served with notice of the same by the delivery of a copy thereof to 
such party in person, or by a copy thereof being left ut the shop or 
warehouse of such party, and the said order being shown to some 
person above the age of Twelve Years of or belonging to such party ; 40 
and such service shall, by the person making the same, be verified by 
affidavit of such person in writing before any Justice of the Peace or 
Magistrate having Jurisdiction where the party so served shall reside; 
and such Justice of the Peace is hereby authorized, empowered, and 

requiied 
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required to administer an oatU for ilje purpose of taking Uic said 
affidavit; and such affidavit, vvlien sworn, shall be transmitted to the 
Chief Secretary, or, in his absence, to the Under Secretary of the seiiiVc^n- 
Loi'd Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for SulVn^^us- 
5 the time being, together witli tlie original order, the copy of which 
shall be so delivered or left ; and any [)evson so licensed and served 
with such order who shall, at any time whilst such order shall be in 
force, deal in or sell gunpowder, or make, repair, or sell arms, shall 
be considered as dealing- in or mimufacturing the same without license, 

10 and nil gunpowder, and arms, and parts of arms in the possession 
of such pci'son shall and may be seized to the use of Her Majesty by 
or under the warrant of any Justice of the Peace, or by any officer of 
Her Majesty’s Revenue of Customs or Excise. 



39 * 

And be it Enacted, That it .shall and may be lawful to and for JusMoc of 

'' Peace may 

15 any Justice of the Peace or Magistrate to enter and search, or to seanii for 

. , , , . . Anns and 

grant a warrant to any person or persons to be by him named to Gnupowdur 

enter and search, any house, place, ship, boat, or vessel where or 

in which such Justice or Magistrate shall, from infonnalion on oath, 
have reasonable grounds to suspect any arms, ainrauniiioii, or gun- 
‘■20 powder to be deposited by or for the use of any person importing, 
making, repairing, or dealing- in the same contrary to this Act, and 
to seize and carry away the same, or any gunpowder kept by any 
person contrary to this Act. 

40. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever any Magistrate or other person How Anns 
25 shall seize or carry away any ai-ms, ammunition, gunpowder or to disposed 
weapons under the authority of this Act, such Magistrate or other 
person shall with all convenient dispatch transmit the same to one of 
Her hlajesty’s storehouses, or to the officer commanding the nearest 
detachment of Her Majesty’s troops, by him to be transmitted as afore- 
said ; and that in every case such Magistrate or other person as afore- 
said shall, immediately after he or they shall have seized or carried 
away any arms, ammunition, gunpowder, or weapons as aforesaid, 
transmit to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland, or to his or their Chief Secretary, a written account of the 
35 number and nature and amount thereof, and of the place where, and 
the person from whom the same were respectively seized. 

And bo it Enacted, That all the pecuniary penalties in this Act 
specified shall be sued for before any Justice of the Peace of the 5 s- 

County in which the offence shall have been committed, and shall be 
49 raised and levied by sale of the goods of the person offending, by 
warrant under tlic hand and seal of any Justice of the Peace in and 
for the County in which such offence shall be committed 5 and the 
penalties so to be levied shall be by such Justices or Justice handed 
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over to llie Treasurer of the County in M'hich such sums are levied, to 
be applied to such purposes as the Grand Jury at any ensuing Assizes 
shall think proper to present. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of 
Ireland, at his and their discretion, to remit or mitigate any penalty 
or forfeiture sued for under this Act, and to order the restoration of 
any ship, vessel, or boat, or of any arms, gunpowder or ammuni- 
tion, or other article, seized under the authority of this Act. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That in any case in which it 
shall be made appear to the satisfaction of the Commissioner and 
Assistant Commissioners of Customs acting in Dublin, or the collec- 
tor of the Customs at that port, or tlie collector of the Customs at any 
other port in L’eland, that any seizure has been made of any ship, 
vessel or boat, or of any arms, gunpowder, ammunition or other 
article therein, or that any penalty or forfeiture has been incurred by 
the owners or by the master or commander of any ship, vessel or 
boat, for any offence against this Act, contrary to the intentions, and 
without tlie privity, consent or concurrence of the person or persons 
liable in any manner to suffer by any such seizure, penalty or forfeiture, 
it shall and may be lawful for such Commissioner and Assistant Com- 
missioners, and for any such collector of the Customs as aforesaid at 
the port in which such circumstances shall take place, to order any 
ships, vessels or boats to be_j:e£tor€d in any such manner and on 
such terms and conditions as such Commissioner and Assistant Com- 
missioners of Customs, or as such collector of Customs, shall think fit 
to.direct, and also to remit or mitigate any such penalty or forfeiture, 
as they shall see reason to acquit any party of blame in respect of 
such offence, or more or less to attribute the commission of such 
offence to neglect of duty in any such party ; and every forfeiture and 
every penalty or part thereof so remitted shall be null and void j and 
no suit or action shall be brought or maintained by any person what- 
ever on account of any such seizure or detention, or of the impo.sitir^ 
of any such forfeiture or penalty. ° 

And be it Enacted, That whenever any search shall be made under 35 
this Act, by any person authorised by any warrant of any Justice of 
Peace under the authority of this Act, the Justices of Peace autho- 
rizing and directing any person or persons to malte such search shall 
make a true and faithful return of the name and names of all and 
every person or persons sd authorized to make such search, and their 40 
quality and descriptions, to the General Session of the Peace which 
shall be held next after such search. 
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And l>e it Eunctod, That it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of f'»'£ind Junes 

^ may present 

every county, county of a city, and county of a town in Ireland, at Sums fw ^ 
such assizes, and for the Grand Jury at each presenting term for the ofthePeaee 
county and county of the city of Dublin, and they are hereby respec- 
5 eively required to present such sum to be raised off the county as may 
be requisite to reward the Clerks of the Peace respectively for their 
trouble in the execution of tliis Act, not exceeding the sum of T'en 
Pounds at any one such assizes or presenting term. 

46. 

And be it Enacted, That in case any action or suit shall be com- Limitation of 
10 menced against any person or persons for any matter or thing done or 
executed in pursuance of this Act, such action or suit shall be com- 
menced within Three calendar Months next after the alleged cause of 
action shall accrue ; and the defendant or defendants in such action 
mav plead the General Issue, and give this Act and the special matter 
15 in evidence on any trial to be had thereon, and prove that the same 
was done under the authority of this Act; and if a verdict shall [)ass 
for the defendant or defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall 
become nonsuited, or discontinue his or their action or prosecution, or 
if judgment shall be given against such plaintiff or plaintiffs upon 
20 demurrer or otherwise, such defendant or defendants shall have double 
costs awarded to him or them against such plaintiff or plaintiffs. 



And be it Enacted, That the Justice or Justices before whom any General Form 

» . 1 1 V Conviction. 

person shall be convicted of any offence against this Act, shall and 
may cause the record of such conviction to be drawn up in the manner 
25 and form following, or in any words to the same effect, as the case 
shall require ; videlicet, 

J “ BE it Remembered, That on this day of 

to wit. / in the year of the reign 

of A. B. is convicted before 

Her Majesty’s Justice of the Peace for the .said county of 
[or, for the division of the said county of 
or for the city, liberty or town of as the 

case shall happen to be], for ; and 

do adjudge him [or her, or them, as the case may 
2^ be,] to pay and forfeit for the same the sum of 

Given under the day 

and year aforesaid.” 

48- 

And be it Enacted, That no order, judgment or conviction made, Proceedings 

.... L ' ji c to be 

touching or concerning any of the matters in this Act contained, or 01 quaked 

40 any proceedings to be had touching the conviction of any offender or 
offenders against this Act, shall be quashed for want of form, or be 
removed or removable by certiorari, or any other writ or process 
whatsoever, into any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record at Dublin; 
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and where any distress shall he made for any sum or sums of money 
10 be levied by virtue of this Act, the distress itself sliail not be deemed 
unlavvful, nor the party or parties making the same be deemed a 
trespasser or tiespassers, on account of any defect or want of form in 
the summons, conviction, warrant of distress, or any other proceeding 5 
relating thereto ; nor shall the party or parties distraining be deemed a 
trespasser or trespassers ab initio on account of any irregularity which 
shall be afterwards committed by the party or parties distraining, but 
the person or persons aggrieved by such irregularity shall and may 
recover full satisfaction for the special damage (if any) in an action on 
the case j but no plaintiff or plaintiffs shall recover in any action for 
such irregularity as aforesaid, if tender of sufficient amends hath been 
made by or on the behalf of the party distraining before such action 
brought. 
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Provided always, and be it Enacted, That if any person or persons 
convicted of any offence punishable by this Act, shall think him, her or 
themselves aggrieved by thejudgment of the Magistrate or Magistrates, 
Justice or Justices, before vthom he, she or they shall have been con- 
victed, it shall be lawful for such person or persons from time to time 
to appeal to the Justices at the next General or General Quarter 
Sessions of the Peace which shall be held for the city, county, 
division, liberty, town or place 'vhere such judgment shall have been 
given, and lhat the execution of such judgment, shall in such case be su.s- 
pended, the person or persons so convicted entering into a recognizance 
within Tioenty-four Hours of the time of such conviction,' with Two suffi- 
cient sureties, in double the sum which such person or persons shall 
have been adjudged to pay or forfeit, upon condition to prosecute such 
appeal with effect, and to be forthcoming to abide ilie judgment am! 
determination of the Justices at their said next Generni or General 
Quarter Sessions; which recognizance the Magistrate or Magistrates, 
Justice or Justices, before whom such conviction sliall be had, is and 
me hereby empowered and required to take; and the Justices in the 
said General or Gencrui Quarter Sessions are hereby authorized and 
required to hear and finally determine the matter of every such appeal, 
and to award such costs as to them shall appear just and reasonable 
to be paid by either party ; and if, upon hearing the said appeal, the 
judgment of the Magistrate or Magistrates, Justice or Justices, before 
whom the appellant or appellants shall have been convicted, shall be 
conlirmed, such appellant or appellants shall forthwith paydown the 
sum he, she or they shall have been adjudged to have forfeited, together 
with such costs as the said Justices in their said General or General 
Quarter Sessions shall award to be paid to the prosecutor or informer 
tor defraying the expenses sustained by reason of any such appeal ; 
and in default of the appellant’s paying the same, any Two Justices, or 
any one Magistrate or Justice of the Peace having jurisdiction in tlie 
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place into which any such appellant or appellants shall escape, or against him, 
where he, she or they shall reside, shall and may, by warrant 
under their hands and seals, or his hand and seal, commit any 
such appellant or appellants to the common gaol of the city, 

5 county, division or place where he, she or they shall be apprehended, 
until be, she or they shall make payment of such penalty, and of the 
costs and charges which shall be adjudged on the conviction ; hut if Costs to Ap- 
the appellant or appellants in any such appeal shall make good his, making good 
her or their appeal, and be discharged of the said conviction, reason- 
, 0 able costs shall be awarded to the appellant or appellants against such 
informer or informers who would (in case of shch conviction) have 
been entitled to a moiety of the penalty to have been recovered as 
aforesaid, and which costs shall and may he recovered by the appellant 
or appellants against any such informer or informers in like manner 
,5 as costs given at any General or General Quarter Sessmns are reco- 
verable : Provided alw ays, Tliat no person shall he detained in prison 
for any such offence for any greater length of time than Three calendar 
Months. 



And be it Enacted, That all the provisions of an Act passed m the ^ 

20 fifth year of the reign of his ialc Majesty King George the Fourth, gkd 
intituled, " An Act for the more effectual Recovery of Penalties before Penalties 
Justices and Magistrates on conviction of Ofibnders, and for facilitating 
the Execution of Warrants by Constables,” shall apply to and be put in 
force for the recovery of the pecuniary penalties specified in this Act, 

25 so fur as the same may be applicable tliereto, and not inconsistent with 
anything hereinbefore contained. 

.M- 

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall commence and take effect ConiTnencfr- 
from the last dai/ of this Present Session of ParUament, and shall be continuance 
and remain in force for the term of years from and after '’ft''*- 

30 the passing thereof, and from thence until the End of the then next 
Session of Parliament. 

52. 

Ami be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by Act may Le 
any Act or Acts to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 
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